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The^proposed stat ement *c? rcul ated by Secretary Rusk could 
be an appropriate w¥y to announce the bombing halt advocated by 
those who assert that such action would lead to prompt negotiations 
with North Vietnam. Presumably this statement would be made by the 
President 3nd without further embellishment. It does not assert any 
conditions. It makes clear, however, that bombing of areas "inte- 
grally related to the battle field" will be continued. 

It does not seem likely, however, that the statement w ou 1 d 
effectively trigger a favorable response from the North Vietname se 
jf we in fact continue to bomb as far north as Vinh or, at least as 
a regular matter,, any area north of the DMZ. North Vietnam can h ard 1 y 
accept th?_s__a_s constituting a bombing cessation . For them to HjBu ce 
their military ac£ixLLL §s or move towards neoot i at ions, ngd^r 
circumstances would betoken a degree of weakness that they are unlikely 
£o exhibit at the present time. “ ] " 

Cons i deration should therefore be given to making the an- 
nouncement, as worded, but accompanying it with a complete cessation 
oT Domping in Norm Vietnam north of the DMZ . The indications are 
that , whatever i ts Tegal status, the North Vietnamese would not re- 
gard bombing in the DMZ as . i nconsi stent with a bombing halt. 

At the same time, the express reservation with respect to 
the bombing of areas "integrally related to the battle field" would 
put us in a position to return fire through carefully controlled air 
or sea bombardment against positions from which fire is directed into 
South Vietnam. World opinion should recognize that this is entirely 
reasonable and ?n no sense a repudiation of our public announcement. 

As indicated in Secretary Rusk's memorandum, an attack on 
Khe Sanh or a large scale attack in other parts of the northern provinces 
would be inconsistent with a mutual move toward peace and our resump- 
tion of bombing under these circumstances would be generally accepted. 

On the other hand, our continuation of bombing north of the DMZ, 
and certainly regular bombing of the entire Panhandle, would be 
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Inconsistent with any expectation that the North Vietnamese will 
desist from heavy attacks in the northern provinces while peace ex- 
plorations are pending. 

In summary, the proposed announcement is a promising way 
of exploring the possibility of productive peace negotiations if, but 
only if, it is accompanied by a bombing halt north of the DMZ. At 
the same time, selective air or naval action against positions from 
which attacks are being directed into South Vietnam would not be in- 
consistent with our public posture. 
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